Sharing our stories

The theme for the 2020 South Australian Premier’s Food and Beverage Industry Awards is Sharing Our Stories,
recognising the rising importance of storytelling to engage and connect with consumers around the world, and
the importance of community during times of change.
The positive and innovative way in which our food and beverage businesses have stepped up to these challenges
has been remarkable. Our industry stands strong, and the stories of our 2020 winners are examples of leadership
for an industry now playing a very important role in South Australia’s economic recovery.
This year, our winners come from across the state, with emerging businesses rising to stand alongside well loved
established brands. They represent a diverse range of products and showcase innovative answers to changing
consumer trends. As always, our individual award winners are people recognised across the industry for their
leadership and inspiration.
The world has changed significantly this year. These businesses have demonstrated resilience and innovation in
the face of extraordinary disruption and we look to them to inspire our industry as we all aim beyond recovery to
the new opportunities to come.

H osted, supported and sponsored by

The South Australian Premier’s Food and Beverage Industry Awards is proudly hosted by Food South Australia
with the support of the Government of South Australia.
In a nationally unique model, Food South Australia works in partnership with the Government of South Australia
with the shared goal of supporting industry wide growth. Food South Australia receives funding annually from
the State Government, managed through the Department for Trade and Investment, to support programs and
activities designed to support this goal.

Message from t he Premier

On behalf of the Government of South Australia, congratulations to the winners of
the 2020 South Australian Premier’s Food and Beverage Industry Awards.
The State Government is proud to partner with Food South Australia to present
these awards each year. In 2020, the theme for the awards has been Sharing Our
Stories – a theme that encapsulates the importance of the connections we make in
business, and in life, in a year when such connections have been top of mind more
than ever before.
Locally, nationally and internationally, the innovations and premium products
of the South Australian food and beverage industry are recognised for their
excellence. While 2020 may have changed how businesses ‘do business’ forever,
this commitment to industry best practice has not.
My Government is focused on achieving growth for our state. We launched
the Growth State Strategy earlier this year and, through our enduring industrygovernment partnership with Food South Australia, we are supporting industrywide development of capability and capacity. This unique partnership is integral
to achieving growth and recognises the important contribution of the food and
beverage industry to our state’s economy.
The winners of the 2020 South Australian Food and Beverage Industry Awards are
fine examples of an industry focused strongly on excellence. Congratulations again
to the winners in 2020 and I wish you all the best for the future.

Hon Steven Marshall MP
PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Award Categories
OPEN AWARDS
Business Excellence Award, sponsored by Visy
Emerging Business Award, sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment
Export Award, sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment
Innovation in Business Award, sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment
Innovation in Food or Beverage Award, sponsored by Food Processing Equipment
New Product Award, sponsored by Foodland Supermarkets
Primary Producer Award, sponsored by Thomas Foods International
Sustainability Award, sponsored by Peats Soil & Garden Supplies

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
Leader Award, sponsored by Bickford’s Group
Next Generation Award, sponsored by Macro Group Australia

INDUSTRY AWARDS
Hall of Fame Award, sponsored by San Remo
Consumer Award, sponsored by Statewide Super

For more information on the Awards criteria, visit www.safoodawards.com.au

H all of Fame Award

Emerging Business Award

WINNER

WINNER

MITOLO FAMILY FARMS

NEVER NEVER DISTILLING CO

The Mitolos strongly believe in the importance
of food and family and the joy that comes from
bringing them together. They have been passionate
about delivering consistent quality produce to the
dinner tables of all Australian families for nearly
half a century. A combination of traditional farming
techniques and the very latest technology, as well
as a commitment to quality and hard work is the
hallmark of Mitolo Family Farms.

With the aim of creating a meaningful and lasting
globally significant gin brand, Never Never Distilling
Co was founded by three friends who shared a
vision and a plan based on education, business and
financial modelling, market research and analysis,
and strategic and creative thinking. Since trading
commenced, Never Never Distilling Co has established
itself as a high quality producer of gins and spirits,
expanded its brand awareness, grown its markets and
been extensively recognised along the way.

www.mitolofamilyfarms.com.au

www.neverneverdistilling.com.au

Sponsored by San Remo

Sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment

FINALISTS
All The Things
Kimchi Club
Naked Blendz
Seppeltsfield Road Distillers
The Almond Farmer

Business Excellence Award
Sponsored by Visy

WINNER

WINNER

SUNDROP FARMS

GOOLWA PIPICO

Sundrop Farms was established in 2009 to provide
a solution to global food shortages by enabling
farming in arid locations using the earth’s natural
resources – sun and seawater – to grow high
quality produce in an environmentally sustainable
manner. By directly addressing industry supply
constraints and building a positive presence in
regional communities through local employment and
engagement, Sundrop Farms has become a pioneer
in sustainable agriculture.

The Goolwa PipiCo story has been one of evolution.
Since introducing pipis to consumers as a premium
seafood product, the wholly South Australian owned
and operated harvesting, processing and marketing
company has grown to be Australia’s largest pipi
producer, committed to sustainable and ethical
harvesting practices, increasing their diverse range of
value-added pipi products and seizing opportunities
in new and emerging export markets.

www.sundropfarms.com

www.goolwapipico.com

FINALISTS

FINALISTS

Barossa Fine Foods
Fleurieu Milk Company
Lifestyle Bakery
Rohde’s Free Range Eggs
Yumbah Aquaculture

Alexandrina Cheese Company
Dinko Tuna Farmers
feather&PECK – pastured eggs
Gelista
Rio Vista Olives

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

Export Award

Sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment

WINNER

WINNER

YUMBAH AQUACULTURE

DINKO TUNA FARMERS

Yumbah got its name with the permission of the
traditional custodians of the Yaygirr language. Meaning
‘larger shellfish’, and reflecting their respect for both
tradition and the environment, Yumbah Aquaculture
started in 1999, as the dream of a group of investors to
build Australia’s largest abalone farm. Jump forward to
today, and Yumbah is now the largest abalone producer
in the southern hemisphere, leading the way with its core
values of sustainability and quality, and supplying its
premium greenlip abalone to key international markets.

A pioneering family owned business, whose vision
is to be the leading exporter of Southern Bluefin
Tuna by delivering a more accessible product to
a wider range of markets and customers, Dinko
Tuna Farmers was founded in 1981 and has been
committed to making a positive contribution to
industry ever since. Their values of quality, boldness,
responsibility and community are integral to their
story and growth.

www.yumbah.com

www.dinkotuna.com

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

FINALIST
Eyre Peninsula Seafoods

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

Innovation in Business Award
Sponsored by Department for Trade and Investment

WINNER

WINNER

TEAM UNICO

DINKO TUNA FARMERS

The Team Unico story began in 2011, when
Brendan and Laura Carter launched their holistic
sustainability-led creative drinks company, built on
an authentic organisational culture where every
team member has a clear pathway for growth. In
line with this community focus, and with in-market
opportunities closed to them during COVID lockdown,
a daily livestream happy hour was created to
maintain social interaction and sales.

In an effort to gain a competitive advantage, to
better serve their customers, and to further the South
Australian fisheries industry, Dinko Tuna Farmers has
invested heavily in research, innovation and market
opportunities – the result being a new facility capable
of greater processing capacity, freezing technology
to guarantee equal product quality whether thawed
or fresh, and packaging techniques to enhance shelf
life and eliminate waste.

www.applewooddistillery.com.au

www.dinkotuna.com

FINALISTS

FINALISTS

Barossa Fine Foods
Beerenberg Farm

Continental Taralli Biscuits
The Prawn Store

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

Innovation in Food or Beverage Award
Sponsored by Food Processing Equipment

WINNER

WINNER

LIFESTYLE BAKERY

ALL THE THINGS

Over twenty years of innovation, expertise,
experience, proven processes and know-how has
led to Lifestyle Bakery being recognised as a market
leader in gluten free bread and baked goods. Since
1995, they have seen their product presence grow
from the fringes of health food stores to mainstream
major supermarkets and in their eternal pursuit
of creating the perfect gluten free bread, have
innovated a game-changing dough based loaf.

In developing plant-based alternatives to animalbased food products, All The Things have cultivated
a business philosophy beneficial to both people and
the planet, while striving to create new traditions for
humanity, what we all eat and the land on which
we grow our food. Established in 2019, and already
distributing around Australia, All The Things have
developed a custom-made production facility in the
Barossa Valley and are breaking new ground with
their vegan cheesemaking.

www.lifestylebakery.com.au

www.allthethings.com.au

FINALIST

FINALIST

Safcol Australia

Gelista

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

New Product Award
Sponsored by Foodland Supermarkets

WINNER

WINNER

GOLDEN NORTH ICE CREAM

GOOLWA PIPICO

Golden North has been producing ice cream since
1923. A South Australian icon, their products are free
of palm oil, nuts and gluten, made from the freshest
milk and cream and topped with a generous dollop
of love! Following comprehensive consumer research
and a full branding review focused on finding the
winning concept and portraying the premium quality
of their product, the 2 litre Simply Indulge range was
born.

Inspired by the famous Boston Clam Chowder
and motivated by a need to recoup losses from
unexpected manufacturing issues for an existing pipi
product in their increasingly diverse range, Goolwa
PipiCo collaborated with their food science and
third party processing partner, Food Manufacturing
Specialists, to create their Whole Clam Chowder
which has since been successfully launched in a
variety of commercial markets.

www.goldennorth.com.au

www.goolwapipico.com

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

FINALISTS
Good Country Hemp
Kimchi Club

Primary Producer Award
Sponsored by Thomas Foods International

WINNER

WINNER

FLEURIEU MILK COMPANY

feather&PECK – pastured eggs

Fleurieu Milk Company believes their products are
only as good as the raw milk they put into them.
Committed to the sustainable and safe production
of high-quality traditional dairy products, and with
a unique farm to fridge supply chain in place, this
Myponga based company is built on the foundation
of supporting local farming communities and the
industry as a whole through collaboration and
product reliability.

Two farmers, one chicken trailer and 300 hens got
the egg rolling on the feather&PECK story just over
three years ago. In keeping with a growing demand
for ethical food production and premium tasting
eggs, and inspired by the success of similar overseas
farming models, this farmer-partner arrangement
has grown to 15 trailers and 9,000 happy hens in
open paddocks over two farms, producing 2.6 million
pastured free-range eggs per year.

www.fleurieumilkco.com.au

www.featherandpeck.com.au

FINALIST

FINALISTS

Rohde’s Free Range Eggs

Casarosa Almonds
Rio Vista Olives

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

Consumer Award
Sponsored by Statewide Super

WINNER

WINNER

ROBERN MENZ

ALEXANDRINA CHEESE COMPANY

Robern Menz is the largest manufacturer of Choc
Honeycomb in Australia and is responsible for such
South Australian classics as FruChocs and Crown
Mints. With the Violet Crumble and Polly Waffle now
also part of their popular confectionery range, the
consumers have voted with their tastebuds and
we celebrate this iconic fourth generation family
business.

From generations of cheesemakers comes this year’s
people’s choice for smaller businesses – Alexandrina
Cheese Company. Thank you McCaul family for
taking the opportunity 20 years ago to repurpose
the milk from your Jersey cows and delight your
consumers with your Edam, Gouda, Cheddar,
Cheddar Curd, Romano, Pepato, Feta, Gourmet
Shred, Milk, Cream, Crème Fraiche, Ricotta and
Yoghurt.

www.robernmenz.com.au

www.alexandrinacheese.com.au

Businesses with more than 15 full-time equivalent staff

Businesses with up to 15 full-time equivalent staff

Consumer Award

Sustainability Award

TOP 20 FINALISTS

WINNER

Barossa Valley Chocolate Company
Beerenberg Farm
Bickford’s Group
Carême Pastry
Charlesworth Nuts
Continental Taralli Biscuits
Fleurieu Milk Company
Gelista
Golden North Ice Cream
Kimchi Club
Kytons Bakery
Maggie Beer Products
Nippy’s
Spring Gully Foods
The Almond Farmer
Udder Delights
Utonic Beverages
Vili’s Family Bakery

SUNDROP FARMS

Sponsored by Statewide Super

Sponsored by Peats Soil & Garden Supplies

Sundrop Farms integrates solar power, electricity
generation, freshwater conservation, best in class
greenhouse technology, and hydroponics to
enable the year-round production of premium truss
tomatoes at high yields with consistent quality. This
approach delivers a meaningful reduction in fossil
fuel and water usage through innovative use of
renewable energy and low carbon technologies.

www.sundropfarms.com

Leader Award

Next Generation Award

WINNER

WINNER

MICHAEL HORROCKS

KIERAN DONOGHUE

Michael is not only the CEO and owner of Lifestyle
Bakery, but integral to the reason they are the most
significant innovator in the gluten free bakery sector.
A strong ambassador for the South Australian food
and beverage industry overall, Michael’s vision
and conviction, his commitment to continuous
improvement, and his generosity of spirit and sharing
of knowledge, are the qualities of this inspirational
leader.

Kieran demonstrated passion, initiative and drive
from day one at Safcol Australia, just weeks after
graduating with a degree in Food Science. An expert
in thermal processing, and with a significant working
background both here and overseas, a key part of
Kieran’s current role as Operations Manager is to
look at investment opportunities to improve Safcol’s
efficiencies – something he has achieved at the
highest level.

www.lifestylebakery.com.au

www.safcol.com.au

FINALISTS

FINALISTS

Ian Lines, Holla-Fresh
Jon Durdin, Seppeltsfield Road Distillers

Ethan Tan, Mexex
Nick Hutchinson, Fleurieu Milk Company

Sponsored by Bickford’s Group

Sponsored by Macro Group Australia
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